
February 9, 2022 

 

The Bellevue City Council and Bellevue Municipal Utility Board met jointly Wednesday, 

February 9, 2022 in Work Session at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers with Mayor Roger 

Michels and Utility Chairman Ken Walsh presiding. Roll was called as follows:  

 

PRESENT:    Councilmembers Nic Kueter, Lyn Medinger, Tom Roth, Tim Roth and Jayden 

Scheckel. Board Members Barry Nudd, Ken Walsh and Lucy Zeimet. Also 

present were City Administrator/Clerk Abbey Skrivseth, Electric Superintendent 

Jamie Haxmeier, Kelley Brown, Tucker Carrell, Allen Ernst (zoom), David Heiar, 

John Hoff, Nick Hueneke (zoom), Linda Nudd and Tait Wilson. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

HOUSING NEEDS IN BELLEVUE & THE STAMP PROPERTY 

Skrivseth provided an update that this joint work session between the Council, Utility Board, 

BETA and JCEA was supposed to be held in early 2020. However, COVID-19 delayed the 

meeting and then the Council shifted focus on the development of Jackson Park Drive Third 

Addition.  

 

Skrivseth clarified that the City of Bellevue has no lots are for sale by the original subdivision 

development. Roughly 12 lots are available for sale by a contractor but it is assumed that the 

contractor would want to build the house on the lot for their customer. One residential lot and 

one duplex lot are known to be for sale by owner.  

 

Heiar discussed that eight years ago before the Stamp property was purchased and put on 

contract, the City sent letters out to roughly 10 landowners around Bellevue to see if they would 

be willing to sell any land. One property owner to the north of Bellevue had interest but the 

challenge of a permanent crossing versus a farm crossing arose with the railroad.  

 

Heiar continued his discussion indicating that he has had serious developers want to build in 

Bellevue, including senior living apartments and other apartments. The challenge with Bellevue 

is that here is no land available to build on and the Stamp property does not have water and 

sanitary sewer.  

 

Skrivseth went through a list of five practical options for development near Bellevue. However, 

no one is aware that these options are for sale or if any are for sale then the price per acre has 

been too high to make development cash flow. Ideally, the City would like to see extension to 

the west or north to lessen the utility extension cost and also the geographic benefits. Again, no 

one is aware of property that is for sale for such extensions.  

 

The Council was in agreement that the Stamp property land should not be sold. Residential 

housing is needed but having the option for commercial property, which was included in the 

University of Iowa Engineering 2019 conceptual plat, should be considered too. 

 



The question was brought up on what commitment would the Council and Utility Board need 

from a developer that would make the City consider the utility extension. If a developer 

committed to purchasing 10 or 20 acres for development or doing a first phase of a subdivision, 

then would this be enough? The Council agreed that this would be hard to answer right now 

without writing out options and numbers to see if it could work. 

 

All agreed that if the utilities were extended then any large properties along the way that wanted 

to hook up for future development would need to pay a connection fee. Usually, connection fees 

have to do with frontage of the property times a number that was calculated for the infrastructure 

expense. 

 

Detailed discussion followed on developing the Stamp property and the City engineer’s rough 

estimate of $2.1 million to extend water and sanitary sewer to the property. All agreed that the 

utility revenue could not nor tax asking would not financially support the utility extension. 

Further discussion was had on the option for TIF (Tax Increment Financing) to help repay the 

debt and timing payments with the City’s two existing TIF loans of the Stamp property land and 

downtown incentives that will be paid off in FYE 2025.  

 

Skrivseth and Heiar will discuss with Northland Securities on TIF and loan options. Skrivseth 

will also begin the process of annexing the Stamp property. Then another meeting will be had 

concerning the Stamp property. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

As there were no other matters on the agenda for discussion, Mayor Michels adjourned the 

meeting at 7:48 PM. 

 

As there were no other matters on the agenda for discussion, Chairman Walsh adjourned the 

meeting at 7:48 PM. 
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